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Dear brothers, 


The time is upon us, therefore, in accordance with no. 171 § 1 of the Constitutions, and no. 106 § 1 of the General Statutes, I hereby

announce and convoke the 202nd General Chapter,
which will be celebrated starting Saturday, May 18, 2019, beginning at 4:30 p.m., at the Sacred Convent in Assisi, Italy. As an indication, the closing date will be Tuesday, June 18, 2019. 

As you have already been informed (letter dated August 30, 2018), the Chapter will start at the Sacred Convent in Assisi and will continue (starting May 28) at the Sanctuary of Merciful Love in Collevalenza, Perugia, Italy.

Arrivals in Assisi are scheduled for noon on Saturday, May 18, and departures start June 18, 2019.

Here are some points regarding the upcoming Chapter:

1. Ordinary members at the Chapter. 

A. Recalling what is set forth at no. 173 in the Constitutions of the Order:

§ 1. 
The capitulars for each act of the ordinary and extraordinary General Chapter are: the Minister General, former Ministers General, General Definitors, Ministers Provincial, General and Provincial Custodes, General Delegates, and Provincial Delegates according to the norms of the general Statutes. (General Statutes no. 107).

§ 2. 
When the Minister Provincial or General Custos is legitimately impeded the respective Vicar shall attend the Chapter and should he also be impeded a delegate should be sent by the respective Superior.

B. 
Moreover, as an exception for this Ordinary General Chapter only, as requested by the 2018 Extraordinary General Chapter, with the unanimous approval of the General Definitory and ratification by the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life (rescript dated October 25, 2018), and as an exception to the proper law of the Order, seven religious brothers (one for each of the Federations) shall participate pleno iure. They have been elected by the General Definitory on the recommendation of the Presidents of the Federations.
2. Auditors at the Chapter. In accordance with the General Statutes, those participating as ‘auditors’ at the General Chapter are:   

-  
the Delegate of the Minister Provincial, on the condition that the Provincial Delegation has already existed for a ten-year period and at least ten friars reside there. (General Statutes no. 10 §3);

- 
the Procurator General, the General Econom and the Secretaries General for Formation and Missionary Animation (General Statutes no. 120; 121; 30 §2; 66 §4).
3. Reports to be presented in the auditorium during the General Chapter. The Chapter shall be carried out according to the instructions of the Directory for the Celebration of the General Chapter (General Statutes no. 96) and it provides that the only reports to be read in their entirety in the auditorium (General Statutes no. 117, §3) are: (a) the report of the Minister General, which shall be an expression of the Government of the Order (and therefore shall be worked on with input from the Assistants General and contributions from the Conferences and Federations); (b) the report of the Procurator of the Order; (c) the report of the General Econom.
For the eight other reports called for in no. 117 § 1 of the General Statutes, as well as the ninth report on the revision of the Constitutions, summaries shall be presented which shall be followed by an opportunity to briefly discuss the contents with the individual speakers. All full reports shall be sent out in advance. 

We therefore ask that all the aforementioned reports (cf. General Statutes no. 117 §1) be sent to the General Secretariat by February 11, 2019, so that the necessary translations can be made and the reports distributed before the Chapter begins. In addition, I urge the respective speakers to prepare a written summary to be presented in the Chapter, taking into account the time indications for the presentation specified by the General Secretariat. 

4. Topics to be discussed in Chapter - Instrumentum Laboris. 

The Instrumentum Laboris will basically consist of four parts:

A. Special motions Individual friars and Jurisdictions may send the Minister General proposals for topics to be discussed in the Chapter. These shall be sent by December 15, 2018. 

B. General Statutes In order to complete the proper law of the Order (composed of the Constitutions approved by the 2018 Extraordinary General Chapter and pending formal approval by the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life) the 2019 General Chapter is called upon to approve the revised General Statutes.

C. Franciscan Discipleship
D. Ratio Studiorum
We intend to send the various reports and the Instrumentum Laboris, translated into the different languages, to the Capitulars by March 16, 2019. I recommend that the Ministers Provincial and Custodes closely examine all the documents and together with their respective Definitors, reflect upon them at Provincial meetings or by similar means, so as to make meaningful contributions to the General Chapter in order to validate and plan the life of the Order.
5. The date of the election of the Minister General The election of the Minister General is scheduled for May 25, 2019.


Dear brothers, the General Chapter is “the supreme authority for the whole Order” (Constitutions 156 § 1), it is also an occasion to validate and renew the life 

of our Family.


In accordance with the thinking of our father St. Francis, the friars at Chapter must first “deal with those things that pertain to God” (Earlier Rule 18, 1; FF 50). The Chapter is an intensive time of prayer and faith, in which the Order intends to put the primacy of God at the center of its existence and choices.


The Chapter, then, is a time of fraternal encounter, of exchange of experiences, of mutual enrichment. The presence of so many friars of different cultures, coming from various parts of the world, increases our sense of family and, at the same time, demonstrates how the same charism can be lived in different forms.


It is a time, again, of serious and laborious examination through which the Order questions itself on its fidelity to the charism of St. Francis and seeks to be faithful and relevant in our time and in our society. 


Furthermore, the Chapter is tasked with planning the Order's path for the next six years, choosing a new government and preparing operational guidelines, motivated by Pope Francis' appeal to reflect on the prophetic vision of Conventual Franciscan religious life in the Church today.

In conclusion, I would like to remind you that the General Chapter is a powerful experience for every friar. I ask everyone to pray that the work of the Chapter may be carried out effectively. To this end, I would ask that they offer up their toil and daily sacrifice to the Lord for the benefit of our friars who are sick and suffering. Everyone will be able to follow the work of the Chapter on the Order's website.

As a moment of communion in prayer and supplication to the Lord, I recommend that from February 17, 2019, until the conclusion of the General Chapter, each community add the prayers attached to this letter (or other suitable prayers prepared by the Ministers Provincial and Custodes) to the invocations of Morning Prayer and the intercessions of Evening Prayer. 
Moreover, during the General Chapter, every community of the Order shall celebrate the Mass of the Holy Spirit for three days.


I entrust this time of preparation, and the work of the General Chapter, to the intercession of the Immaculate Virgin, our Lady and Patroness, and our Seraphic Father St. Francis. To all of you, I wish a life lived in holiness.

Rome, Friary of the Twelve Holy Apostles, November 16, 2018

Friar Marco Tasca

   Minister General


Friar Vincenzo Marcoli

        Secretary General

N.B. 
1) This is a valid Letter of Convocation for all those who have the right to participate in the General Chapter and for those who are invited.

2) Below is a list of the Capitulars (Attachment n. 1) and the prayers proposed for Morning and Evening Prayer (Attachment n. 2).

Attachment n. 1

CAPITULUM GENERALE ORDINARIUM 2019

FRATRES CAPITULARES

1. TASCA fr. Marco, Minister generalis  
2. NOREL fr. Jerzy, Vicarius generalis 
3. GIERMEK fr. Joachim, ex-Minister generalis 

 
4. 
AGESTA CUEVAS fr. Joaquín Ángel, Ass. Gen. FIMP
5.        BAEK fr. Benedetto (Seungjae), Ass. Gen. FAMC
6. CIUPIŃSKI fr. Jacek, Ass. Gen. FEMO         
7. HONTIĆ fr. Miljenko, Ass. Gen. CEF
8. MARCOLI fr. Vincenzo, Ass. gen., Secretarius generalis
9.        TROVARELLI fr. Carlos Alberto, Ass. Gen. FALC
10. ŚWIĄTKOWSKI fr. Tadeusz, Ass. Gen. AFCOF
11. WINKLER fr. Jude Martin, Ass. Gen. CFF
MINISTRI PROVINCIALES

12. ABEGG fr. Victor, Min. prov. USA-S. Ioseph a Cup.
13. ANTONINO fr. Cosimo, Min. prov. IT-NEAPOLITANAE 
14. Blažević fr. Josip, Min. prov. CROATIAE 
15. BUONAMANO fr. Franco, Min. prov. IT-S. Francisci 


16. CASTRO MARTÍNEZ fr. Mario, Min. prov. MEXICI

17. CHIMFWEMBE fr. Richard Francis, Min. prov. ZAMBIAE  

18. CÚCCARO fr. Aldo André, Min. prov. RIOPLATENSIS

19. DE OLIVEIRA fr. Aloisio Antonio, Min. prov. BRASILIENSIS-S. Francisci 

20. GIANNELLI fr. Vincenzo Maria, Min. prov. IT-APULIAE
21. GOŁĄB fr. Marian, Min. Prov. POLONIAE-S. Antonii  
22. GRYŃ fr. Stanisław, Min. prov. CECAE 
23. GUZMÁN LUDEÑA fr. Ángel Mariano, Min. prov. Hispaniae



24. HELLMANN fr. Wayne, Min. prov. USA-Cons. Affl
25. JEONG fr. Marco (Jin-Chol), Min. prov. COREAE

26. LA BARBERA fr. Gaspare, Min. prov. IT-SICILIAE
  
27. Maciejowski fr. Jan, Min. prov. POLONIAE-S. Max. Kolbe
 

28. McCURRY fr. James, Min. prov. USA-D. N. ANGELORUM

 

29. PAYYAPPILLY fr. Leo, Min. prov. INDIAE

30. PETRISOR fr. Teofil, Min. prov. ROMANIAE
31. PYZIO fr. Wiesław, Min. prov. POLONIAE-B. M. V. IMM.

  

32. RAPACCHIALE fr. Franco, Min. prov. IT-APRUTIORUM
  

33. SALMIČ fr. Igor, Min. prov. SLOVENIAE 
34. SAMMUT fr. Colin Charles, Vic. Prov. MELITENSIS                                                       

35. SEITHER fr. Bernhardin, Min. prov. GERMANIAE

36. Takeuchi fr. Serafino Akihiko, Min. prov. IAPONIAE
37. VERONEZ MARIN fr. Marcelo José, Min. Prov. BRASILIENSIS-S. Max. Kolbe 

38. VOLTAN fr. Giovanni, Min. prov. IT-S. ANTONII

39. ZIELKE fr. Michael, Min. prov. USA-S. Bonaventurae

CUSTODES GENERALES

40. GAMBETTI fr. Mauro, Custos gen. ASSISIENSIS
 
41. HARASIMOWICZ fr. Dariusz, Custos gen. RUSSIAE

 
CUSTODES PROVINCIALES

42. AUCLAIR fr. Jean-François Marie, Custos prov. GALLIAE 

43. AVENDAÑO MONSALVE fr. José Luis, Custos prov. VENETIOLAE 
 

44. BŁaszak fr. Józef, Custos prov. CANADIENSIS

45. BROCCA fr. Daniel, Custos prov. AUSTRIAE-HELVETIAE  

46. BUDĂU fr. Ciprian, Custos prov. ANGLIAE et Hiberniae 
47. BULAI fr. Anton, Custos prov. Orientis et Terrae Sanctae 
48. CASTRO FARAH fr. José Andrés, Custos prov. COLUMBIAE
49. CATALÁN MELGAR fr. Carlos Antonio, Custos prov. BOLIVIAE 
50. DA SILVA fr. Ronaldo Gomes, Custos prov. BRASILIENSIS-Imm. Conc. 
51. DOBLES ULLOA Friar Jorge Arturo, Custos prov. AMERICAE CENTRALIS

52. KUTIERO fr. Anthony Bezo, Custos prov. GANAE 
53. LEŠNAK fr. Tomáš, Custos prov. SLOVACHIAE

54. MAFRA DOS SANTOS fr. Clevis, Custos. Prov.  BR-S. Bonaventurae

  
 
55. MATEO fr. Francis Victor, Custos prov. PHILIPPINARUM INSULARUM



56. SEMBIRING fr. Maximilianus Kalef, Custos prov. INDONESIAE 
      
 
57. SZULC fr. Kazimierz, Custos prov. KENYAE
58. Szymborski fr. Dariusz, Custos prov. Tanzaniae 
59. TASSONE fr. Giorgio, Vic. Custos. IT-CALABRIAE

DELEGATI PROVINCIARUM
 
60. ABBASS fr. Jobe Delegatus Provinciae USA-D. N. ANGELORUM

61. AFRENŢOAE fr. Mihai, Delegatus Provinciae ROMANIAE 

62. BARTOS fr. Mirosław, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-B. M. V. IMM.

63. BOCCI fr. Paolo, Delegatus Provinciae IT-S. FRANCISCI
64. BORDIN fr. Fabrizio, Delegatus Provinciae IT-S. Antonii


65. BRIDIO fr. Maurizio, Delegatus Provinciae IT-S. Antonii


66. DYBKA fr. Paweł, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-S. Antonii
67. KALINOWSKI fr. Adam, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-S. Max. Kolbe
   

68. KAYULA fr. Timothy Mpaluka, Delegatus Provinciae ZAMBIAE
69. KOPEć fr. Zbigniew, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-B. M. V. IMM.

70. KRĘT fr. Tomasz, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-B. M. V. IMM. 

 

71. KULBICKI fr. Timothy, Delegatus Provinciae USA-D. N. ANGELORUM


72. LEŻOHUPSKI fr. Robert, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-S. Max. Kolbe


73. MALINOWSKI fr. Kazimierz, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-S. Antonii  

74. MICHOWICZ fr. Przemysław, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-S. Antonii
75. MISARIU fr. Iulian, Delegatus Provinciae ROMANIAE

76. OLSZEWSKI fr. Jan, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-B.M.V.IMM. 
77. PANIZZOLO fr. Francesco, Delegatus Provinciae IT-S. Antonii
  

78. PĂTRAŞCU fr. Damian-Gheorghe, Delegatus Provinciae ROMANIAE 

79. RAVAIOLI fr. Francesco, Delegatus Provinciae IT-S. Antonii



80. STROJECKI fr. Stanisław, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-S. Antonii 


81. SZYMCZAK fr. Tomasz, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-B. M. V. IMM.

82. TANUCCI fr. Albino, Delegatus Provinciae IT- S. FRANCISCI
83. VĂTĂMĂNELU fr. Marius, Delegatus Provinciae ROMANIAE

84. ZACHARIASZ fr. Jarosław, Delegatus Provinciae POLONIAE-S. Antonii 
FRATRES  qui derogatione ex Constitutionibus vocales sunt
85. CHOI fr. Alexander (Young Seon), (Prov. COREAE – FAMC) 

86. HORVAT fr. Robert, (Prov. SLOVENIAE – CEF)

87. KOZIELSKI fr. Robert, (Prov. POLONIAE-S.MAX. KOLBE – FEMO)

88. MARDESIC fr. Jack, (Cust. Prov. GALLIAE – FIMP)

89. NTUMBILA fr. Joseph Bwalya, (Prov. ZAMBIAE – AFCOF)

90. PEREIRA XAVIER fr. Rogério, (Prov. BR-S. FRANCISCI – FALC)

91. SCHENK fr. Joseph Stuart, (Prov. USA S. BONAVENTURAE – CFF)

AUDITORES  (sine voto)
92. BLOWEY fr. David Francis, Deleg. Prov. AUSTRALIAE (Prov. USA S. BONAV.) 
                     
93. DI PAOLO fr. Maurizio, Procurator Generalis Ordinis  
 
94. KAWA fr.  Stanisław, Deleg. Prov. UCRAINAE (Prov. POLONIAE-S.ANT.)                                                          
95. MAZUREK fr. Dariusz, Deleg. Prov. PERUVIENSIS (Prov. POLONIAE-S.ANT.)                 
96. MOONS fr. Mathias Johannes, Deleg. Prov. NEERLANDENSIS (Prov. GERMANIAE) 
 
97. PAGA fr. Michał, Deleg. Prov. AEQUATORIAE (Prov. POLONIAE-S.MAX. KOLBE)                           
98. PANTHIRUVELIL fr. Louis, Secretarius Generalis Formationis        
99. PASTORELLI fr. Tullio, Deleg. Prov. CHILIAE  (pROV. it-s. antonii)                                                 
100. PAZHETSKI fr. Antoni, Deleg. Prov. BIELORUSSIAE (Prov. POLONIAE-



B.M.V.IMM.)                 
101. ROBAK fr. Krzysztof, Deleg. Prov. GERMANIAE (Prov. POLONIAE-S. MAX. KOLBE) 

102. ROSA fr. Nicola, Oeconomus Generalis                                                   
103. SALOMON fr. Adam, Deleg. Prov. GERMANIAE (Prov. POLONIAE-B. M. V. IMM.)      
104. ŚLIWIŃSKI fr. Stanisław, Deleg. Prov. GERMANIAE (Prov. POLONIAE-S. ANT.)         
105. WYSOCZAŃSKI fr. Jarosław, SGAM     
*  *  *

Attachment n. 2
Intentions for the 2019 General Chapter 

February 17 – May 18, 2019

Morning Prayer: Most High and good Lord, our Brotherhood is preparing to celebrate the General Chapter:

- grant us a renewed spirit of the Gospel.

Evening Prayer: Father, you made of your servant Francis a living image of your Son:

- grant us the grace of witnessing Gospel values to the world.

May 19 – June 18, 2019
Morning Prayer: Most High and good Lord, our Brotherhood is celebrating the General Chapter:

- grant us the grace of the re-founded zeal and enthusiasm of our earliest days.
Evening Prayer: Father, you called your servant Francis to contemplation, fraternity, and mission:

- grant the Minister General and his Definitory the vision to lead us toward a more contemplative, fraternal, and missionary life.
*  *  *
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